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Whitehead School – Fall 2009 
DIPL 6806:  Political Economy of Latin America and the Caribbean 
Tuesdays 4:00 – 6:10, Mooney Hall 29 
 
Professor:  Benjamin Goldfrank 
Office Hours:  Mondays 2-5, and by appointment 
Office:  McQuaid 101D 
Phone:  973-275-2095       
Email:  goldfrbe@shu.edu 
 
 
Course Summary: 
This seminar provides an overview of major approaches to the study of political economy in 
Latin America, past and present development trends, and recent debates over economic policy.  
The course begins with classic questions of the mutual reciprocal relations between politics and 
economics before covering the major debates between structural and institutional approaches.  It 
proceeds by examining the switch from import-substituting industrialization to export-led growth 
models in the 1980s and 1990s as well as the effects of and reactions to the rise of neoliberal 
economic policies.  The last several weeks examine new reform efforts in industry, agriculture, 
finance, and administration as well as the current economic crisis.  Course readings balance 
theory and empirics, range across methodologies and academic disciplines, and provide 
contrasting normative perspectives.   
 
 
Requirements and Grading: 
1. Class Participation (20 percent of course grade):  Students are expected to attend all class 
sessions, to read all of the assigned materials prior to class, and to take part actively in class 
discussions.  The quality of the discussion will largely depend on your preparation. 
2. Literature Reviews (15 percent):  Students should turn in a one-page review of the readings 
each week, except the week the mid-term is due.  In summary fashion, these literature 
reviews should compare and contrast the readings.  Types of issues to address include the 
major arguments presented, the evidence used, the type of analysis employed, and 
limitations or flaws.  The literature reviews may also be used to raise questions for class 
discussion.  Although the reviews will not be individually graded, students should keep in 
mind that their reviews should serve them well for the class discussions and exams.   
3. Mid-term Exam Essay (25 percent):  Take-home exam for which questions will be provided 
in advance for an essay of 7-8 pages.  The mid-term is due October 13. 
4. Final Exam Essay or Research Paper (40 percent):  Take-home exam for which questions 
will be provided in advance for an essay of 13-15 pages or research paper on the topic of 
your choice, 15-20 pages.  If you choose the research paper, a proposal and bibliography are 
due February 19.  The final, or research paper, is due December 17. 
 
 
Required Readings:   
All required course readings are on Blackboard except the book, The Globalizers:  Development 
Workers in Action, by Jeffery Jackson, which is available at the bookstore. 
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Week 1 – Tue, Sep 1:  Introductory Meeting 
No reading.   
 
Week 2 – Tue, Sep 8:  The Political Economic Nexus  
● Jose Antonio Cheibub, et al., “What Makes Democracies Endure?” Journal of Democracy (Jan 
1996: 39-55). 
● Scott Mainwaring and Aníbal Pérez-Liñán, “Level of Development and Democracy: Latin 
American Exceptionalism, 1945-1996” Comparative Political Studies (Nov 2003: 1031-
1067). 
● Michael Colaresi and William Thompson, “The Economic Development-Democratization 
Relationship: Does the Outside World Matter?” Comparative Political Studies (May 2003: 
381-403). 
● Pablo Pinto and Jeffrey Timmons, “The Political Determinants of Economic Performance: 
Political Competition and the Sources of Growth,” Comparative Political Studies (Feb 2005: 
26-50). 
●  Peter Evans and James Rauch, “Bureaucracy and Growth: A Cross-National Analysis of the 
Effects of ‘Weberian’ State Structures on Economic Growth,” American Sociological Review 
(Oct 1999: 748-765).   
 
Week 3 – Tue, Sep 15:  Structuralism, Dependency, and World-Systems Analysis 
●  Ronaldo Munck, “Political Economy,” in Munck, Contemporary Latin America (Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2003: 43-61). 
● Fernando Henrique Cardoso and Enzo Faletto, “Nationalism and Populism:  Social and 
Political Forces of Development in the Phase of Consolidating the Domestic Market,” in  
Klarén and Bossert, eds., Promise of Development:  Theories of Change in Latin America 
(Westview Press: 1979/1986: 149-165). 
● Immanuel Wallerstein, “Dependence in an Interdependent World,” African Studies Review 
(April 1974: 1-26). 
● Matias Vernengo, “Technology, Finance, and Dependency: Latin American Radical Political 
Economy in Retrospect,” Review of Radical Political Economics (Fall 2006: 551-568). 
● Erik Wibbels, “Dependency Revisited: International Markets, Business Cycles, and Social 
Spending in the Developing World,” International Organization (Spring 2006: 433-468). 
 
Week 4 – Tue, Sep 22:  Rent-Seeking and New Institutional Economics 
● Erich Weede, “Why People Stay Poor Elsewhere,” in Seligson and Passé-Smith, eds., 
Development and Underdevelopment: The Political Economy of Global Inequality (Lynne 
Rienner, 1996/1998: 367-388). 
● Anne Krueger, “Government Failures in Development,” The Journal of Economic 
Perspectives (Summer 1990: 9-23). 
● Daron Acemoglu and James Robinson, “The Persistence and Change of Institutions in the 
Americas,” Southern Economic Journal (Oct 2008: 282-299). 
● John Coatsworth, “Inequality, Institutions and Economic Growth in Latin America,” Journal 
of Latin American Studies (August 2008:  545-569).  
● Ha-Joon Chang, “Understanding the Relationship between Institutions and Economic 
Development:  Some Key Theoretical Issues,” UNU-WIDER Discussion Paper No. 2006/05 
(July 2006: 1-12). 
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Week 5 – Tue, Sep 29:  Competing Perspectives on Economic Policy Change 
● Hector Schamis, “Reconceptualizing Latin American Authoritarianism in the 1970s:  From 
Bureaucratic-Authoritarianism to Neoconservatism,” Comparative Politics (Jan 1991: 201-
220).  
● James Mahon, “Was Latin America too rich to prosper? Structural and political obstacles to 
export-led industrial growth,” Journal of Development Studies (Jan 1992: 241-263). 
● Barbara Stallings, “International Influence on Economic Policy:  Debt, Stabilization, and 
Structural Reform,” in Haggard and Kaufman, eds., The Politics of Economic Adjustment 
(Princeton University Press, 1992: 42-88). 
● William Robinson, “Global Crisis and Latin America,” Bulletin of Latin American Research 
(April 2004:  135-153). 
● Hector Schamis, "Distributional Coalitions and the Politics of Economic Reform in Latin 
America" World Politics (Jan 1999: 236-268). 
 
 
Week 6 – Tue, Oct 6:  Reforming States and Markets in the 1990s 
● Jorge Domínguez, “Chapter 1” in Domínguez, ed., Technopols:  Freeing Politics and Markets 
in Latin America in the 1990s (Penn State University Press, 1997: 1-48). 
● Kurt Weyland, “Swallowing the Bitter Pill:  Sources of Popular Support for Neoliberal Reform 
in Latin America,” Comparative Political Studies (Oct 1998: 539-568). 
● Barbara Geddes, "A Game Theoretic Model of Reform in Latin American Democracies," 
American Political Science Review (June 1991: 371-392). 
● Blanca Heredia and Ben Ross Schneider, “The Political Economy of Administrative Reform in 
Developing Countries” in Schneider and Heredia, eds., Reinventing Leviathan:  The Politics 
of Administrative Reform in Developing Countries (Lynne Rienner, 2003: 1-29). 
● Karen Remmer, “Elections and Economics in Contemporary Latin America” in Carol Wise 
and Riordan Roett, Post-Stabilization Politics in Latin America (Brookings Institution Press, 
2003: 31-55). 
 
 
Week 7 – Tue, Oct 13:  Labor’s Role in and Reaction to Reforms (Mid-term is due) 
● M. Victoria Murillo, “From Populism to Neoliberalism:  Labor Unions and Market Reforms in 
Latin America,” in World Politics (January 2000: 135-174). 
● Alejandro Portes and Kelly Hoffman, “Latin American Class Structures: Their Composition 
and Change during the Neoliberal Era,” Latin American Research Review (Feb 2003: 41-82). 
● Christopher Sabatini and Eric Farnsworth, “The Urgent Need for Labor Law Reform,” Journal 
of Democracy (Oct 2006: 50-64). 
● M. Victoria Murillo and Andrew Schrank, “With a Little Help from my Friends: Partisan 
Politics, Transnational Alliances, and Labor Rights in Latin America,” Comparative Political 
Studies (2005: 971-999). 
● Paul D. Almeida, “Defensive Mobilization: Popular Movements against Economic Adjustment 
Policies in Latin America,” Latin American Perspectives, 34:3, (2007: 123-139). 
● Susan Spronk and Jeffery Webber, “Struggles against Accumulation by Dispossession in 
Bolivia: The Political Economy of Natural Resource Contention,” Latin American 
Perspectives, 34:2 (2007: 31-47). 
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Week 8 – Tue, Oct 20:  Evaluating Neoliberalism 
●  Kurt Weyland, “Assessing Latin American Neoliberalism:  Introduction to a Debate.” 
●  Evelyne Huber and Fred Solt, “Successes and Failures of Neoliberalism.” 
●  Michael Walton, “Neoliberalism in Latin America:  Good, Bad, or Incomplete?” 
 All readings from Latin American Research Review, 39:3 (2004: 143-83). 
● Kurt Weyland, “The Political Economy of Market Reform and A Revival of Structuralism,” 
Latin American Research Review, 42:3 (Oct 2007: 235-250). 
● Mark Weisbrot, “Changes in Latin America: Consequences for Human Development,” 
International Journal of Health Services, 37:3 (2007: 477-500). 
● Dani Rodrik, “Goodbye Washington Consensus, Hello Washington Confusion?  A Review of 
the World Bank’s Economic Growth in the 1990s: Learning from a Decade of Reform,” 
Journal of Economic Literature (December 2006:  973–987). 
 
Week 9 – Tue, Oct 27:  Evaluating Globalization 
●  Jeffrey Jackson, The Globalizers: Development Workers in Action (Johns Hopkins, 2005). 
 
Week 10 – Tue, Nov 3:   New Developmentalism and Industrial Policy 
● Luiz Carlos Bresser-Pereira, “Macroeconomics of Stagnation and New Developmentalism in 
Latin America,” in Forstater and Wray, eds., Keynes for the Twenty-First Century (Palgrave 
Macmillan, forthcoming 2008: 1-21). 
● Andrew Schrank and Marcus J. Kurtz, “Credit Where Credit Is Due: Open Economy Industrial 
Policy and Export Diversification in Latin America and the Caribbean,” Politics & Society 
(Dec 2005: 671-702).  
● Kenneth Shadlen, “Exchanging development for market access? Deep integration and 
industrial policy under multilateral and regional-bilateral trade agreements,” Review of 
International Political Economy (Dec 2005: 750-775).  
● Kenneth Shadlen, “The Politics of Patents and Drugs in Brazil and Mexico: The Industrial 
Bases of Health Activism,” Global Development and Environment Institute Working Paper 
No. 07-05, Tufts University (Dec 2007). 
● Gerald McDermott, “The Politics of Institutional Renovation and Economic Upgrading: 
Recombining the Vines that Bind in Argentina,” Politics & Society (March 2007: 103-144). 
 
Week 11 – Tue, Nov 10:   Agrarian Reform and Non-Traditional Exports 
● Edward Lahiff, et al., “Market-led agrarian reform: policies, performance and prospects,” 
Third World Quarterly (Dec 2007: 1417-1436).  
● Susana Gauster and S. Ryan Isakson, “Eliminating market distortions, perpetuating rural 
inequality: an evaluation of market-assisted land reform in Guatemala,” Third World 
Quarterly (Dec 2007: 1519-1536). 
● Ariane De Bremond, “The politics of peace and resettlement through El Salvador's land 
transfer programme: caught between the state and the market,” Third World Quarterly (Dec 
2007: 1537-1556). 
● Tanya Korovkin and Olga Sanmiguel-Valderrama, “Labour Standards, Global Markets and 
Non-state Initiatives: Colombia’s and Ecuador’s flower industries in comparative 
perspective,” Third World Quarterly, (Jan 2007: 117-135). 
● Laura Raynolds, “The Organic Agro-Export Boom in the Dominican Republic: Maintaining 
Tradition or Fostering Transformation?” Latin American Research Review 43:1 (2008: 161-
184). 
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Week 12 – Tue, Nov 17:   Global Commodity Chains, Sweatshops, and Trade 
● Jennifer Bair and Enrique Dussel Peters, “Global Commodity Chains and Endogenous 
Growth: Export Dynamism and Development in Mexico and Honduras,” World Development 
(Feb 2006: 203-21). 
● Diego Sanchez-Ancochea, “Development trajectories and new comparative advantages: Costa 
Rica and the Dominican Republic under Globalization,” World Development (June 2006: 
996-1015). 
● César A. Rodríguez-Garavito, “Global Governance and Labor Rights: Codes of Conduct and 
Anti-Sweatshop Struggles in Global Apparel Factories in Mexico and Guatemala,” Politics & 
Society (June 2005: 203-33). 
● Gavin Fridell, “Fair Trade and Neoliberalism: Assessing Emerging Perspectives,” Latin 
American Perspectives (Nov 2006: 8-28). 
● Deborah Sick, “Coffee, Farming Families, and Fair Trade in Costa Rica: New Markets, Same 
Old Problems?” Latin American Research Review, 43:3 (2008: 193-208). 
 
 
Week 13 – Tue, Nov 24:   Foreign Funds:  Aid, FDI, and Remittances 
● Jeffrey Sachs, “Ending Poverty in Our Time,” Human Rights Magazine, ABA (Summer 2005). 
● William Easterly, “The Big Push Déjà Vu: A Review of Jeffrey Sachs’s The End of Poverty,” 
Journal of Economic Literature (March 2006: 96-105). 
● Stephen Kosack and Jennifer Tobin, “Funding Self-Sustaining Development: The Role of Aid, 
FDI and Government in Economic Success,” International Organization (Jan 2006: 205-43). 
● Roy Nelson, “Competing for Foreign Direct investment: Efforts to Promote Nontraditional 
FDI in Costa Rica, Brazil, and Chile,” Studies in Comparative International Development 
(Fall 2005: 3-28). 
● Pablo Fajnzylber and J. Humberto López, Close to Home: The Development Impact of 
Remittances in Latin America, World Bank (2007: ix-xiii, 1-18, 57-59). 
● Sarah Gammage, “Exporting People and Recruiting Remittances: A Development Strategy for 
El Salvador?” Latin American Perspectives (Nov 2006: 75-100). 
 
 
Week 14 – Tue, Dec 1:  TINA vs. AWIP 
● Peter Evans, “Is An Alternative Globalization Possible?” Politics & Society (June 2008 271-
305). 
● Francisco Panizza, “Unarmed Utopia Revisited: The Resurgence of Left-of-Centre Politics in 
Latin America,” Political Studies (Dec 2005: 716-734). 
● Weyland, Kurt.  “Threats to Latin America's Market Model?”  Political Science Quarterly 
(June 2004: 291-313). 
● Benjamin Goldfrank,  “Neoliberalism and the Left:  National Challenges, Local Responses, 
and Global Alternatives,” Burdick, Oxhorn, and Roberts, eds., Beyond Neoliberalism? 
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2008). 
● Benjamin Goldfrank and Andrew Schrank, “Municipal Neoliberalism and Municipal 
Socialism: Urban Political Economy in Latin America” International Journal of Urban and 
Regional Research (June 2009: 443-462). 
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Week 15 – Tue, Dec 8:  The Economic Crisis of 2008/2009 and Future Paths 
● Richard Hausmann, “Here We Go Again,” Americas Quarterly (Spring 2009: 43-48). 
● José Antonio Ocampo, “Latin America and the Global Financial Crisis,” Cambridge Journal 
of Economics, Special Issue (2009:  30 pgs). 
● Fernando Henrique Cardoso, “New Paths:  Globalization in Historical Perspective,” Studies in 
Comparative International Development (forthcoming 2009: 22 pgs) 
● Gerardo Munck, “Democracy and Development in a Globalized World: Thinking About Latin 
America from Within,” Studies in Comparative International Development (forthcoming 
2009: 22 pgs). 
● Juan Pablo Luna and Fernando Filgueira, “The Left Turns as Multiple Paradigmatic Crises,” 
Third World Quarterly (March 2009:  371-395). 
 
Thursday, Dec 17:  Final Exam Due (by 4:00 p.m.) 
